
 

Unit 3: Foundations of Government  

Grade Level:11 
Unit Name: Foundations of Government 
Pacing 2 weeks 

Priority Standards:  
9-12.GV.2.CC.D 
Compare and contrast the structure and 
function of democratic governments and 
authoritarian governments, noting their 
impact on people, groups and societies.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning Targets: 
 
⮚ I will describe why and how 

governments were created. 
⮚ I will describe the functions and 

characteristics of all of governments 
⮚ I will compare and contrast 

democratic and authoritarian 
Governments. 
 

⮚ I will describe the different types of 
governments. 
 

⮚ I will explain the principles of 
democracy. 
 

⮚ I will compare and contrast 
presidential and parliamentary 
systems. 
 

⮚ I will explain a federal, unitary and 
confederal system of government 
 

⮚ I will explain the difference between 
a constitutional monarchy and an 
absolute monarchy. 

 
 
 
 

Supporting Standards:  
 
9-12.GV.4.CC.C 
Explain the powers and responsibilities of 
citizens and institutions to address and 
solve problems.  
 
9-12.GV.4.PC.C 
 Predict the consequences that occur when 
institutions fail to meet the needs of 
individuals and groups, and when 
individuals fail to carry out their personal 
responsibilities. 
 
9-12.GV.1.CC.A 
Create and use tools to analyze a 
chronological sequence of events related 
to a study of government. 
 
9-12.GV.1.CC.B 
Explain connections between historical 
context and peoples’ perspectives about 
government at the time. 
 
9-12.GV.1.CC.D 
Using an inquiry lens, develop compelling 
questions about government, determine 
helpful resources and consider multiple 
points of views represented in the 
resources. 
 



9-12.GV.2.GS.A 
Analyze how the codification of law 
impacted early civilizations and shaped 
enduring concepts of government, law, and 
social order. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9-12.GV.1.G.A 
Create and use maps and other graphic 
representations in order to explain 
relationships and reveal patterns or 
trends about government 
 
 
 
 
9-12.GV.1.PC.B 
Examine the origins and impact of social 
structures and stratification on societies, 
and relationships between peoples and 
governments 
 
 
 

 
⮚ I will be able to evaluate how early 

civilizations’ (ancient Mesopotamia, 
ancient Rome and Ancient Greece) 
documents have influenced the US 
Constitution.  

⮚  
⮚ (Hammurabi’s Code, 12 Tables, 

Greek concepts of law as related to 
the Bill of Rights, Constitutional 
principles, etc) 

 
 
 
 

 I will create and use (graphic 
representation) of information about 
government.   

 I will create or use (maps) to explain 
patterns and trends of government.  

 
 
 

 
➢ I will be able to identify the cause-

and-effect relationships of social 
classes, economic classes, 
ethnicity, and gender and the 
institutions that govern the people.  
 

➢ I will be able to articulate the 
challenges and benefits of diversity 
in a society. 

 
 
 
 

Big Ideas: 
 
Governments are formed to 

Essential Unit Questions: 
 

What are the purposes of 

Vocabulary: 
 
government 
policy 



maintain order and regulate 
activities within a geographic 
area. 
 
 
 
 

government? 
 
What principles guide different 
types of government? 
 
What were some of the earliest 
influences on modern 
government? 
 
 
 
 

power 
state 
sovereignty 
politics 
legitimacy 
divine right of kings 
social contract theory 
eminent domain 
monarchy 
dictatorship 
oligarchy 
direct democracy 
republic 
unitary system 
federal system 
confederal system 
presidential system 
parliamentary system 
ideal 
liberty 
equality 
majority rule 
minority rights 
free enterprise 
Self-government 
12 Tables 
Hammurabi’s Code 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


